
Tips for Cameraman 
Created by Chattahoochee Woodturners, AAW Chapter 112 

Tips for the Cameraman 
 
Equipment 
1. Check out the camera functions before shooting; knowing the camera will 

help you produce better shots 

2. Get to know the tripod well so you can make a smooth transition from one 
shot to the other 

3. Adjust lighting, if possible, to show the work well 

Coordinate with the Demonstrator 
4. Let the demonstrator know the video capabilities/limitations you are working 

with; it is important for the demonstrator to know what the audience can see 

5. Ask the demonstrator to identify what is important to be seen during the 
demonstration; this will help in positioning the camera for key processes 

6. With the demonstrator, sequence camera angles before starting to help you 
plan for distance and close-up shots; example: sometimes he may want you 
to show body movement, hand movement or the cut at the tool. 

7. Determine with the demonstrator where to position tool and small objects for 
close-up shots; examples: on the tool rest or headstock; this will help the 
audience see these important details 

During the Demonstration 
8. Watch the monitor, not the demonstration, you need to see what the 

audience is seeing 

9. Zoom in to close-up shots slowly and smoothly to reduce jerkiness of the 
picture 

10. Keep the camera still during close-up shots, any movement can be 
distracting to the audience 

11. Use extreme close-up sparingly, it is sometimes harder for the audience to 
orient themselves to what they are seeing 

12. Zoom back before moving the camera or panning to another shot, makes 
finding the shot easier 

13. Stay near the camera so you will be ready to make corrections to the shot 
as needed 

14. Continually check the adequacy of the lighting and the focus; the audience 
will be relying on you to help them see the action well 
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